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541 June 12, 1896 

ports in the vicinity of Alexandria, whether with or without passengers, 
to five days' quarantine, with disinfection at the lazaretto of Beirut or 
Klazomena. Steamers and all other vessels carrying pilgrims are for- 
bidden to land their passeDgers at Dijeddah unless they have previously 
undergone ten days' quarantine at the lazaretto of El Tor. Such vessels 
shall be sent back from the station of Abu Saad if they arrive there with- 
out having undergone quarantine. They shall also be forbidden to pro- 
ceed to Kameran. 

Greece. — Advices of May 8 state that 5 days' quarantine of observa- 
tion is ordered for all arrivals from Egypt. 

PLAGUE. 

Straits Settlements. — By proclamation of the Colonial Govern- 
ment of April 1 the Island of Hainan is declared infected. All vessels 
arriving from Hainan shall comply with all the quarantine require- 
ments imposed upon arrivals from Hongkong. 

Japan. — Under date of April 6 inspection is ordered for all vessels 
arriving from Hongkong and the Chinese coast ports, and the measures 
prescribed by royal order of May 25, 1894, are put in force. 

BRAZIL. 

Sanitary report of Bio de Janeiro — Decline in the prevalence of yellow fever. 

Bio de Janeiro, May 12, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit report for the week ended May 9, 
1896. 

There were 5 deaths from accesso pernicioso, a decrease of 6 ; 38 
from yellow fever, a decrease of 22 ; 1 from smallpox, the same as in 
the foregoing week ; 8 from beriberi, an increase of 3 ; 4 from enteric 
fever, a decrease of 3 ; 1 each from diphtheria and whooping cough, the 
same as in the previous week ; and 41 from tuberculosis, a decrease of 
13. There were 347 deaths from all causes, a decrease of 102. This 
week shows a decided improvement in the sanitary condition of the 
port. 

Yellow fever. — This disease is slowly decreasing, and is not considered 
epidemic by the authorities. 

Malignant fever in the interior. — I can get no definite information from 
the States of Bio and Merias, but so far as I can learn the diseases are 
nearly if not quite extinct. 

From Sao Paulo I have the following, dated May 5: "In Limeira 
and Brotus there are no more cases of fever ; in Santo, 2 died on last 
Monday in the hospital ; in Campinas, there are 34 sick still ; in Ita- 
guara, the epidemic is declining ; in Iaboticabal, Iahu, Mogg, and Casa 
Branca, the sanitary state is not yet satisfactory." 

Steerage passengers. — When ships take steerage passengers from this 
port I am in the habit of inspecting them and their baggage, giving 
them "immigrant cards," and examining and verifying the manifest 
lists, as by law directed. On the 8th of May I inspected the steerage 
passengers shipped at this port on the British steamship Galileo, from 
Santos for New York, and discovered some 16 such passengers from that 
port, but the manifest list was not verified, nor were they furnished with 
cards, nor had any oath been administered to the captain and surgeon. 
Please let me know if this practice is discontinued, as I do not wish to 
annoy the shipmasters with unnecessary zeal. 
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Shipping corpses. — An application has been made to one of the steam- 
ship agencies here to ship the body of a man who died of yellow fever 
here two years ago for New York. What am I to do in such cases, as 
I do not believe the caskets here are ever hermetically sealed? 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected or 
received bills of health from this office : May 6, ship Alexander Gates, 
British, for Sapelo Sound, Ga. ; May 8, steamship Galileo, Belgian, for 
New York ; steamship Delcomyn, British, for New York, and ship Nile, 
British, for New York. May 9, steamship Sprott, German, for New 
York, and bark Giuseppina, Italian, for Pensacola, Fla. May 12, steam- 
ship Langoc, British, for Tampa, Fla. 

Bespectfully, yours, B. Cleary, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, JJ. S. M. S. S. 

Report on the prevalence of yellow fever in Bio de Janeiro since 1849. 

Bio de Janeiro, April 24, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated March 16, 1896. 

The report alluded to, which was not received, was a condensed history 
of the health of Bio de Janeiro, from 1835 to the end of 1892, and of 
course included that of yellow fever, which disease never appeared in 
this town until 1849. 

The following is modified from that report, with such additions as may 
be necessary to complete the information up to date : 

History of yellow fever in Bio de Janeiro. — Yellow fever made its first 
appearance in Bio de Janeiro in the last days of the month of Decem- 
ber, 1849, having been brought by an American ship to Bahia, and 
thence to this port. Being a new and almost unknown disease, it 
rapidly extended itself amongst the shipping and throughout the town, 
and as it found a favorable soil for its propagation, it made many victims 
and became almost endemic in the place, whose population at that time 
was, more or less, 200,000. It made 4,160 victims in the year 1850, its 
propagation being favored by the situation of the town on the low, flat 
margins of an immense bay, fed with fresh marsh water, and with only 
one small outlet, so that it is safe to say that thousands of acres of sur- 
face have stagnant water; and at that time modern sanitary science 
was not as well understood as at present. Besides, there was no drainage 
system, nor any method to get rid of garbage and fecal matter, except by 
carrying it in carts and on the heads of negroes to the beach of the bay, 
where it was cast ' into the water to powerfully aid in increasing the 
putrescent matter already contained in the still waters which almost 
surround the town. Under such circumstances it at once obtained a 
fixed status. 

In 1851 there were 471 deaths from the disease, and in 1852 there 
were 1,943. I have no information for the years 1853 and 1854, but 
from 1855 to 1859 there were 2,725 deaths. In 1860 there were 1,236 
deaths ; in 1861, 247 ; in 1862, 12 deaths ; in 1863, 15, and to the end of 
1868 there were no more cases reported. 

This immunity may, perhaps, be attributed to the great system of 
drainage commenced soon after 1860 ; but at the commencement of these 
works they doubtless contributed to the extension of the disease by 
opening up the streets in every direction, but as soon as they could carry 
off immense amounts of deleterious matter a better condition ensued. 
Now, after many years, the works are considered inefficacious, if not 



